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Storm Data and Unusual Weather Phenomena - January 2012

IOWA, Southwest

(IA-Z069) POTTAWATTAMIE, (IA-Z079) MILLS

0

0

Winter Weather01/11/12 14:00 CST

01/11/12 19:00 CST

Light snow accompanied an Arctic cold front that passed through extreme eastern Nebraska and west central Iowa during the afternoon 

of January 11th.  Although snow amounts were mostly 1/2 inch or less, the ground temperatures were above freezing when the snow 

started which caused some initial melting. The roads quickly froze as north winds gusted over 45 to 50 mph and temperatures 

plummeted into the teens and 20s. This caused a glaze of ice to form on roads from the Omaha area into western Iowa during the 

evening rush hour. In Pottawattamie county, law enforcement and rescue personnel responded to a number of vehicle accidents, 

rollovers and vehicles in ditches.  One 62 year-old man died in Mills county due to the slick roads and strong winds which caused a 

head-on crash on Highway 34.

NEBRASKA, East

(NE-Z030) BOONE

20K

0

Strong Wind (MAX 45 kt)01/11/12 10:00 CST

01/11/12 18:00 CST

Strong northwest winds of 30 to 35 mph with frequent gusts in the mid 40s to lower 50s prevailed over eastern Nebraska from the late 

morning into the evening hours of January 11th.  The winds developed as an upper level system tracking across the northern plains 

merged merged with one lifting out of the southern plains.  This resulted in surface low pressure deepening as it passed east of 

Nebraska.  Some light wet snow, most accumulations were under 2 inches, accompanied the system.  The strong winds caused a semi 

to overturn a little east of Albion on Highway 91.

(NE-Z052) DOUGLAS

0

0

Winter Weather01/11/12 14:00 CST

01/11/12 19:00 CST

Light snow accompanied an Arctic cold front that passed through extreme eastern Nebraska and west central Iowa during the afternoon 

of January 11th.  Although snow amounts were mostly 1/2 inch or less, the ground temperatures were above freezing when the snow 

started which caused some initial melting. The roads quickly froze as north winds gusted over 45 to 50 mph and temperatures 

plummeted into the teens and 20s. This caused a glaze of ice to form on roads from the Omaha area into western Iowa during the 

evening rush hour. In Omaha the rush hour traffic came to a crawl as vehicles either could not get traction or became involved in fender 

benders.
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